
Olivier Léveillé Wins Bronze Medal at Nordic
World Junior Ski Championships
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VUOKATTI, Fin.— Olivier Léveillé became just the third Canadian
ever to win an individual medal at the Nordic World Junior Ski
Championships while celebrating the bronze on Friday in
Vuokatti, Finland.



“This is so hard to believe, but I’m pretty stoked,” laughed
Léveillé, who was hoping for a top-10 finish in the race. “Maybe I
dreamed of this happening, but never did I think it was a reality.”

The 19-year-old skied into the history books alongside some
prestigious names after clocking an impressive third-place time
of 24:53.9 in the junior men’s individual start, 10-kilometre skate-
ski race on a cold day in Finland.

“It means so much to be in this company. I am only the second
Canadian male to do this, and we all know who the first one
was, so I’m very happy with this,” added Léveillé.

The triumph was the sixth medal ever for Team Canada at the
World Juniors in cross-country skiing.

Canada’s most accomplished cross-country skier, Alex Harvey,
won two bronze medals in 2007 along with a silver at the 2008
World Championships. Marie Josee-Pepin is the only other
Canadian to win a World Junior cross-country ski medal when
she claimed the silver at the 1989 Championships.

“To see where Alex went with his career after doing the same
thing as me today gives me great hope for the future of my
career and extra motivation to be the best,” said Léveillé. “He is
a legend. I haven’t talked to him much, but I’m pretty sure I’ll
have a chat with him now. When I get that chance, I’ll take all
the advice he can give me for the future.”

Léveillé’s dreams almost came crashing down after he broke a
pole in his second of three laps around the 3.3-kilometre loop.

“I had a really fast start today and was in the game right in the
first few kilometres. Everything was going well until I broke that
pole. But I broke it in a good place at the top of the climb, and
just started screaming, ‘pole, pole, pole,” said Léveillé, who had
a lightning-quick final 1,700-metres to the finish. “I got handed
one within 10 seconds and it was nearly the perfect height for
me.”

Léveillé, of Sherbrooke, Que., finished just 27.3 seconds off the
golden pace set by Norway’s Martin Kirkeberg Moerk, who
completed the 10-kilometre race in a time of 24:26.6. Finland’s
Alexander Stahlberg skied to the silver at 24:41.5 in the 97-man
field.



Léveillé had good company surrounding him while heading to
the start line. With all of the Para-Nordic World Cup races
cancelled this year due to COVID-19, Brian McKeever – Canada’s
most accomplished winter Paralympian – was at Léveillé’s side
minutes before the race to help him select his race skis.

McKeever decided to lend his time and wisdom to help
Canada’s rising stars chase the podium in Finland while
integrating himself as a member of the waxing and ski testing
team at the World Championships.

“It means a lot to have him around,” said Léveillé. “Brian has so
much experience and I was happy to have him on the team here
to share his knowledge with us. We have such a great support
staff here and they all played a big part in today.”

McKeever, a winner of 17 medals including 13 golds, pre-tested
the young Quebecers final two sets of race skis, and helped him
come to the conclusion on selecting the winning pair.

“That was a heck of a day. To think back to my World Juniors –
top-30 was the dream and these kids are all fighting for the
podium,” said McKeever.

“To watch this young kid achieve his dream is so exciting. It is
nerve wracking in this role, but when the work pays off, it is a
little bit of relief and celebration. We have a tight community,
and it is great to feel the excitement today, especially this year
when we all need a little positivity. But we are all just support. At
the end of the day, it is up to the horse to deliver, and Olivier
was one hell of a fast horse today.”

Léveillé is part of a new generation of Canadian cross-country
skiers who officially arrived on the international ski scene one
year ago when they celebrated the nation’s first-ever medal in
the 4×5-kilometre team relay at the Nordic Junior World Ski
Championships. Léveillé, Tom Stephen, Xavier McKeever and
Remi Drolet teamed up to win the silver.

Calgary’s Tom Stephen was also rock solid on Friday, skiing to
10th spot at 25:29.8. Xavier McKeever (Canmore, Alta) placed 37th
at 26:33.2. Felix-Olivier Moreau (St-Ferréol-les-Neiges, Que.) was
38th at 26:36.1.

“All of these Canadian kids are competitive. You can see when
you are testing (skis) with them they have the right head space



needed to win,” added McKeever. “To have two Canadians in
the top-10 is awesome. They know they can beat each other at
home, so when they see their teammate medal, it gives them the
belief they can do it too. We are battling here with the big
nations and these results are very promising.”

Jasmine Drolet, of Rossland, B.C., was the top Canadian in the
junior women’s five-kilometre individual start skate-ski race.
Drolet skied to 23rd spot at 14:49.2. Molly Miller, of Kimberly, B.C.,
was 38th at 15:13.1, while Quebec City’s Liliane Gagnon placed
42nd at 15:21.1. Alexandra Luxmoore (Revelstoke, B.C.) finished
50th (15:35.0).

Russia’s Veronika Stepanova was the fastest junior woman on
the day with a time of 13:44.3.

Alex Harvey, who also won a gold at the Under-23 World
Champs in 2011 before going on to win two gold, one silver and
two bronze medals at the senior World Championships, is also
one of only four Canadians to podium at the Under-23 Nordic
World Ski Championships which are contested in conjunction
with the junior event. Devon Kershaw, Drew Goldsack and
Chandra Crawford combined to win one gold, one silver and
two bronze medals for Canada at the Under 23 World
Championships in 2004.

Remi Drolet, who anchored the Canadian junior’s silver-medal
relay squad one year ago, hit the start line with three other
Canadians in Friday’s Under-23 15-kilometre individual start
skate-ski race. Antoine Cyr, of Gatineau, Que., was the top
Canuck in 18th place with a time of 36:59.0. Graham Ritchie, of
Parry Sound, Ont., snagged the final spot in the top-20 at 37:02.6,
while the 20-year-old Drolet was 21st at 37:04.2. Sam Hendry
(Canmore, Alta.) was 40th at 38:14.4.

Hugo Lapalus, of France, was crowned U23 middle distance
men’s champ after stopping the clock at 35:27.60.

Elizabeth Elliott (Revelstoke, B.C.) was the lone Canadian to ski
into the top-30 in the women’s Under-23 10-kilometre individual
start skate-ski race. Elliott posted a 27th-place time of 30:24.3.
Vancouver’s Annika Richardson was 37th at 31:00.2. Hannah
Mehain, of Vernon, B.C., was 39th at 31:27.1, while Beth Granstrom,
of Revelstoke, B.C., placed 41st at 31:56.2.



Poland’s Izabela Marcisz won the women’s U23 race with a time
of 28:13.6.

Complete Results: https://www.fis-ski.com/DB/general/event-
details.html?sectorcode=CC&eventid=48553&seasoncode=2021

Nordiq Canada is the governing body of para-nordic and cross-
country skiing in Canada, which is the nation’s optimal sport
and recreational activity with more than one million Canadians
participating annually. Its 60,000 members include athletes,
coaches, officials and skiers of all ages and abilities. With the
support of its valued corporate partners – Haywood Securities
Inc., AltaGas, Swix and Lanctôt Sports– along with the
Government of Canada, Canadian Olympic Committee,
Canadian Paralympic Committee, Own the Podium and B2Ten,
Nordiq Canada develops Olympic, Paralympic and World
champions. For more information on Nordiq Canada, please visit
us at www.nordiqcanada.ca.
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